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Dream
TRANSFORMATION

AFTER

Contemporary
makeover

When Jane and John 
DeBono bought this 
detached house in 
Chesterfield, it was in a 

poor state of repair. Their aim was to 
create a modern home that would still 
retain the character of the 1940s build, 
such as the large bay windows. 

Architect Martin Rix drew up 
plans for a complete redesign, 
including a new rear extension and 
exterior remodel. On the ground floor, 
internal walls were removed to widen 
the hallway and create an imposing 
entrance with galleried landing and 

steel and glass balustrade above. 
A dilapidated detached garage 

was demolished and a two-storey rear 
extension constructed, incorporating 
the space where the garage once 
stood. This created a large, open-plan 
kitchen-diner across the rear of the 
property with a feature double-height 
ceiling at one end. Sliding doors lead 
out to the newly landscaped garden. 

On the first floor, a new master 
bedroom suite includes a large walk-in 
wardrobe and en suite bathroom. 
There are two further bedrooms, one 
used as a home office, and a main 
bathroom with sleek pocket-sliding 
door to maximise space. 

Jane and John were keen to  
keep the design simple and pared-
back, so chose a grey and white colour 
scheme throughout. ‘During the  
10 months of construction our  
house was the talking point of the 
neighbourhood,’ says Jane. ‘There 
hasn’t been a day go by when a 
passer-by hasn’t stopped to chat 
about the house and give us their 
feedback on what we’ve done.’
Architect: Martin Rix, 01246 888 923, 
madarchitects.co.uk
Number of bedrooms: Three
Build cost: £148,000  

BEFORE

A striking grey and white colour scheme has helped 
bring an uninspiring 1940s house into the 21st century
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DATED HOUSE
Above left The house needed gutting  
both inside and out and was overshadowed 
by large conifers in the front garden
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Contemporary
makeover

SLEEK FINISH 
Jane and John 
were keen to 
stick to a strict 
grey and white 
colour scheme, 
both inside 
and out. The 
windows, doors 
and roof are all 
in RAL 7015 Slate 
Grey. Windows, 
Architectural 
Windows & Glass. 
Bi-fold doors, 
Schüco. Render, 
Monocouche

To see Jane  
and John’s new 
bathroom, turn 

to page 54 
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