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W
hatever the final design for their 
new home would look like, Jane 
and John De Bono knew one 
thing for certain: the colour 
palette would be exclusively 

charcoal grey and brilliant white. But making the 
move from Hertfordshire to the village of Old 
Tupton in Chesterfield, Derbyshire, proved a bigger 
undertaking than either of them had expected. 

They had both dreamed of selfbuilding to create 
their dream home, and first started planning it 12 years 
ago, but John became gravely ill with a brain tumour 
so all plans were shelved. Ten years on, when Jane 
had ankle surgery and was bedridden for eight weeks, 
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NIFTY SHADES 
OF GREY

Jane and John De Bono have transformed a small, ageing house in a 

Derbyshire village to create a haven of peace and tranquillity.
Story: Louise Parkin  |  Photography: Caroline Bridges

[ In brief ]

Project: Remodel 
and extension 
of small house
Paid: £225,000 
Spent: £200,000
Worth: £650,000

Exterior
The original house 
has undergone 
a dramatic 
transformation 
with a new, 
rendered front in 
crisp white render 
with charcoal 
grey windows 
and matching 
garage door.

they decided to move north to be closer to Jane’s 
family and their self-build plans were resurrected. 

Jane made more than a dozen trips to stay 
with family, driving around the local area with 
her sister to see if they could spot any potential 
plots or houses ripe for transformation.  

Eventually a house came onto the market, in 
a most unexpected location. “I knew this area 
anyway because I went to school nearby,” says 
Jane, “and one of my teachers still lives across the 
road! My infant teacher lives around here too.” 

The small house was in a poor condition both inside 
and out, but immediately Jane could see its potential, 
not least because of the vast garden to the rear and 
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Kitchen
The slick grey and 
white palette is 
complemented with 
chrome pendant 
lights over the 
kitchen island.

Downstairs
A large five-panel 
bifold door opens 
from the kitchen/
dining area onto a 
rear garden terrace. 

the generous driveway to the front. “We could have 
built two or even three houses because the garden 
is L-shaped and really generous, but we decided 
to just build one and enjoy the large garden space. 
It means we have lovely views from our bedroom 
and it’s fairly private on the terrace,” says John. 

John and Jane put in an offer, focusing then on 
finding the right architect to redesign the tired 
house. They interviewed four local architects, the 
last of which was Martin Rix of MAD Architects. 

“Martin was the only one that was on our wavelength 
and we felt comfortable with him immediately," says 
Jane, whose background is in fashion but now works in 
retail and buying. "We only had one meeting to discuss 
the design, and as we talked, Martin sketched. We gave 
him a clear brief of exactly how we wanted to live and 
how each room should look. The process was painless 
and only took a couple of tweaks in the beginning 
before we arrived at the perfect layout.”  

The house was always going to have white 
render and dark grey window frames and doors, 
but John and Jane decided to replicate the look of 
the house’s original façade to the front with bay 
windows to both the ground and first floor, with 
a contemporary extension and lots of glazing to 
the rear, with an asymmetrical pitch roof. They 
also wanted an open-plan kitchen/diner that 
would be the main hub of the home, contemporary 
open-plan spaces, high ceilings and inside/
outside living, achieved with five-panel bifolding 
doors that open out onto the spacious terrace. 

Planning permission was gained easily and John 
and Jane rented a house nearby for several months, 
setting to work stripping out the interior as much as 
possible before moving onto the half-acre garden. 
“It was a huge job clearing the garden," says John. 
"There were teasels taller than me and two-inch-
thick brambles, plus massive logs from felled trees 
that had been left where they landed and huge rocks 

everywhere. There were also six giant conifers higher 
than the house lining the front drive – we couldn’t 
even get a car on there. We had quotes of £10,000 
to move everything but I think it would probably 
have cost even more than that. We filled ten 14-yard 
skips with garden waste; it was exhausting!” 

John is an operations manager in the education 
sector, and during those early stages he was commuting 
to London to work while also trying to co-project 
manage the build, but it soon became clear that he 
was needed more on site and so he left his job. 

The house was partially demolished leaving just 
three walls intact, and foundations were dug for 
the new elements to the side and rear. Martin Rix 
suggested a building firm to carry out the building 
work, having worked with them on several previous 

“The design process was 
painless and it only took a 
couple of tweaks to arrive 

at the perfect layout.”  

HOMES 
Remodel

[ Top tips ]
Research products before 

purchase and shop around for 
the best deals. You can achieve a 
high-end look without spending 

a fortune. On dark days when 
you have had enough, keep the 

faith, you will get through it 
and eventually have your 

perfect dream home.
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[ Contacts ]
PROJECT
Architect Martin Rix, MAD Architects: madarchitects.co.uk

STRUCTURE 
Render Parex Monoblanco: parex.co.uk

Thrutone fibre cement roof tiles Marley: marleyeternit.co.uk

Windows and doors Architectural Windows & 

Glazing: architecturalwindows.org.uk

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS 
Tiler Dale Gozzard

Electrician Shacklocks Electrical: shacklocks.com

Staircase Dio-met Fabrications: diometonline.co.uk

Kitchen supplier Odina from Homebase: homebase.co.uk

Mirrors and kitchen splashback  

Alvaston Glass: alvastonglass.co.uk

Spanish porcelain floor tiles Croc-a-tile: croc-a-tile.co.uk

Vinyl flooring Livyn by Quick Step: quick-step.co.uk

Carpets Floor Depot: floordepotchesterfield.co.uk

Kitchen appliances Neff: neff.co.uk

Bathroom suites Soak: soak.com

Taps Soak: soak.com 

Showers Aqua Bliss: aquabliss.co.uk

Tiles Croc-a-tile: croc-a-tile.co.uk

Bathroom flooring Croc-a-tile: croc-a-tile.co.uk

Radiators Soak: soak.com 

 FLOORPLAN
A spacious double-height hallway opens up to a striking 

glass and steel staircase, with a living room and utility to 

one side, and a WC accessed beneath the stairs along with 

access to the integral garage. To the rear of the house is an 

open-plan kitchen/diner with views to the terrace and 

generous garden beyond. Upstairs are three bedrooms, one of 

which is used as a study, and the master suite has a spacious 

dressing room flanked on both sides with wardrobes, plus 

a compact en suite. There is also a family bathroom.

projects. Once the brick-and-block walls were built 
the scale of the spaces soon became apparent. 
There is a double-height ceiling to one end of the 
10m kitchen/diner with windows up in the eaves. 

“Martin designed the interior placing the kitchen 
at the other end, where the vaulted roof is, but we 
wanted that airiness above us when we were sitting 
at the dining table, which extends to seat eight,” 
explains John. The white kitchen units with grey 
worktops and large grey glass splashbacks follow the 
monochrome theme adopted throughout the rest of 
the home, even down to the choice of light bulbs. 

“I wanted cool lighting, not warm lighting that 
gives everything a yellow tinge. The bulbs were 
really hard to source – even electrical wholesalers 
didn’t seem to stock them, and we had to argue 
the point with the electrician, but we really like 

Hallway 
Visitors to the 
house are greeted 
with dramatic 
views through 
the brightly lit 
hallway and stairs 
to the rear terrace 
and garden. 

HOMES 
Remodel

HOMES 
Remodel

“The house feels like a five-star 
spa where you lounge around 

in your dressing gown.”

Ground floor

First floor
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[ The final word ]

What was the high 
point of the project? 
When the walls were finally plastered and 
we could see every room taking shape.
And the low point? 
Waiting for the roof to be completed, 
so the house was watertight.
What was your greatest 
extravagance?
The Schüco bifold doors. 
And your best buy?
The bathroom furniture.
What do you like most 
about your house? 
The space, the way it flows and the 
modern feel. The builder commented 

that it feels like a five-star spa, where 
you can just relax in your dressing gown!
Describe its wow factor.
Opening the front door and looking 
straight through the hallway into 
the back garden. The kitchen also 
has the wow factor for me.

thanks to the bright suite and large mirror,” says 
John. Both bathrooms have pocket doors that slide 
into a recess in the wall, which make the best of 
the space by keeping open doors out of the way. 

John and Jane were on site daily, and Martin was 
there frequently too. John and Jane got heavily 
involved with the building, keeping an eye on the 
tradespeople’s progress while also carrying out 
whatever tasks they could themselves. As well as 
clearing the garden, they had around 500 sqm of 
turf laid, installed and painted 30m of fencing, laid 
the grey vinyl flooring on the ground floor of the 
house, installed all the mirrors and splashbacks, 
painted the inside of the garage and moved around 
40 tonnes of shingle for the hard landscaping around 
the terrace. “That was a gruelling job,” admits John, 
who moved around four tonnes on his own in just 
a day and a half. “I had man flu at the time, and 
everyone knows how serious that can be!” he laughs. 

The colour palette is striking and calm, and is a 
result of their background in the fashion industry, says 
John. “We met in fashion, and in that industry it works 
in seasons, often with two colours being the focus. 
White and grey are timeless and it feels tranquil.” 

Although they are happy with their home, Jane and 
John are considering another project in the future. 
“This was meant to be our forever home until about 
two months ago, but now we are thinking about our 
next project. It won’t be for a while yet though – we 
plan to enjoy this one for a few years first!” says Jane.

Upstairs 
The monochrome 
theme continues 
upstairs in the 
bedrooms and 
bathrooms.

the effect. It keeps the white walls really white,” 
explains Jane. “We have convinced the builder, 
who said the house feels like a five-star spa where 
you lounge around in your dressing gown!” 

In the hallway is a modern staircase, which Jane 
sourced, coming up with a design herself which 
features a wide stringer on both sides, and a brushed 
stainless steel handrail with glass balustrade 
beneath, the treads covered with charcoal grey 
carpet which runs throughout the upstairs landing. 
Above is a double-height space with a feature 
light of clear glass globes on grey steel wires.

The master bedroom has a generous dressing 
room full of white wardrobes, complete with a 
special cupboard containing a fridge, kettle, tea- 
and coffee-making facilities and a snack drawer. 

“We watch movies in our bedroom sometimes so in 
the name of convenience, it means we can stock up the 
drawer without having to run up and downstairs. It’s 
also lovely in the morning, having tea in bed,” says John. 
The bedroom has high ceilings that open partially into 
the roof enhancing the feeling of space, and two sets 
of blinds provide privacy while allowing in daylight. 

In the compact en suite textured grey tiles cover 
the walls, with a bright white suite and a luxurious wet 
room. The second bedroom is a guest room for their 
daughter who lives abroad, while the third is used as 
a study. The family bathroom has slate-effect ribbed 
tiles that create a striking effect, with a large free-
standing bath, a stone resin sink and a full width mirror. 

“We did wonder if the dark tiles in a small 
bathroom might be too much, but they really work 

“Black and white is 
timeless and tranquil.”

Interiors 
From the outset, 
Jane and John 
planned a 
monochrome 
palette for the 
interior which has  
resulted a luxury 
five-star look. 


